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BLUE  SKIES  AHEAD  FOR  MONTANA'S  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES!    Congress  passed  the  amended  Library 
Services  and  Construction  Act  and  it  has  been  signed  into  law.    This  new  bill  removes  the  limita" 
tion.of  10,000  population  on  extension  of  aid  to  urban  as  well  as  rural  areas.    It  increases  the 
amount  available  from  $7  million  for  the  nation  to  $25  million.    The  appropriation  committee  de~ 
cides  each  year  on  actual  amount  to  be  appropriated.    Annual  authorization  of  matching  grants  for 
public  library  construction  provides  $20  million.    Full  information  will  be  announced  later  on  the 
amount  available  for  Montana  when  word  is  received  from  the  Library  Services  Branch  of  the  Office 
of  Education . 

ON  THE  TOP  AT  ALA,  Mrs.  Almo  S.  Jacobs,  Librarian  of  the  Great  Falls  Public  Library  is  the 
first  Montanan  to  be  elected  to  the  14-member  executive  board  of  the  American  Library  Association. 
The  elections  were  held  at  the  midwinter  meeting  in  Chicago  and  her  term  will  run  for  4  years. 
Sincerest  congratulations  to  Alma  who  has  previously  served  on  the  200~member  ALA  Council  and 
now  becomes  a  member  of  the  libraries  top  "establishment." 

COMMITTEE  APPOINTMENTS:    Mr.  William  A.  Rossiter,  Supervisor  of  Audio-Visual  and  Library 
Services  for  Montana  Schools  and  Mrs.  fvAary  K.  Dempsey,  Librarian  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Montana  have  been  appointed  to  the  membership  of  the  Library  Development  Committee  of  the 
Montana  Library  Association  by  Natalie  Sliepcevich,  President  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  Palmer  Scott,  recently  appointed  Supervisor  of  Montana  Elementary  Schools  was  appointed  to  the 
State  Library  and  Audio-Visual  Committee  by  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Harriet 
Miller. 

A  CITIZENS  LIBRARY  STUDY  COMMITTEE  appointed  by  Mayor  Marian  Erdmann  of  Great  Falls  held 
its  organizational  meeting  in  January.    The  Committee  is  studying  the  pros  and  cons  of  a  new  li- 
brary structure  for  that  city.    Committee  Chairman,  Joseph  G.  Mudd  named  members  to  sub- 
committees on  Alternate  sites,  Feasibility  of  present  site,  Financing  and  Research. 

MOVES  AND  IMPROVEMENTS:    The  Library  was  moved  from  the  Obert  Tulberg  home  to  the  Bain" 
ville  Civic  Center.    The  William  K.  Kohrs  Memorial  Library  in  Deer  Lodge  was  closed  for  a  week 
during  January  while  its  interior  was  repainted-     Light  green  with  an  off-white  ceiling  is  the  color 
motif  and  freshly  varnished  chairs  make  a  sparkling  complement.    Librarian,  Anabel  MacPherson 
thanks  Jim  Anderson  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  painting  program. 

AN  ENDOV7MENT  FUND  FOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF  THEWHITEFISH  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  has  been  es-  ^ 
tablished.    Anyone  may  contribute  to  the  fund,  which  is  sponsored  by  the  Whitefish  Library  Associa- 
tion, Inc.    Librarian,  Mable  Engelter,  says  no  gift  is  too  small. 

STORY-TELLING  TIME  IN  HAVRE,  the  first  in  a  series  of  six  children's  story  hours  began  Feb.  1st 
at  10:30  a.m.  in  the  Havre  Public  Library.    Story  tellers  are:    Irene  Bakker,  Libby;    /v\aria  Fischer, 
Babb;    Emma  Mast,  Kalispell;    Claudia  Bloomer,  Nashua  and  Carol  Thompson,  Whitefish . 

FRIENDS  OF  THE  LIBRARY  DISCUSSION  SERIES  began  February  2,  in  the  Parmly  Billings  Memorial 
Library  East  Reading  Room.     Its  purpose  is  to  inform  citizens  of  local  and  state  concerns.    The  next 
four  programs  concern:    Amenities  for  city  development;    the  Agricultural  program  for  Montana; 
Resources  for  Retirement,  and  CityCounty  consolidation. 

THE  LIBRARY  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  COUNCIL  AWARDS  CO^.MITTEE  announces  it  will  present 
owards  for  the  best  annual  report,  the  best  booklist,  and  the  best  circular  or  bookmark  about  library 
programs.    Deadline  for  entries  is  April  I,  1964.    Send  4  copies  of  each  item  to:    Mrs,  Helsne  S. 
Taylor,  c/o  Bloomfield  Public  Library,  90  Broad  Street,  Bloomfield,  New  Jersey.  --- 
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